The Tower of Crest

CREST

History and heritage
History of the town
Crest, a medieval town dominated by the
Tower, was built on a hillside which has a
rocky ridge giving the town its name.

It developed along an ancient Roman road
connecting the towns of Die and Valence.
We do not know the exact period of its origin,
but the town may have been founded by the
Arnaud family towards the end of the 10th
century. Crest is mentioned for the ﬁrst time
in 1119 in a letter from Pope Calixtus II. In 1145,
Crest passed into the hands of the bishops of
Die, who built a castle there. Shortly after, the
Poitiers family, who were Counts of
Valentinois, claimed ownership of half the
city. They then built another castle below
that of the bishop. In 1189, they gave the
inhabitants freedoms recorded in a charter.
The medieval history of the city is marked by
the rivalry between the Counts of Valentinois
and the bishops of Die. In 1356, the Treaty of
Lyon established the victory of Poitiers by
granting them the entire town.

In the 16th century, during the Wars of
Religion, the Protestants attempted to seize
the fortress, in vain; many of them were
subsequently locked in the Tower. In the 17th
century, Louis XIII, passing through Crest,
decided, on the advice of Richelieu, to
dismantle the citadel. Only the keep was
preserved (the current Tower) at the request
of the nobles and the people, but probably
because of the high cost of demolition.
At the end of the 17th century, there was a
period of prosperity with the industrialisation
of cotton, cloth, wool and silk. The 19th
century was marked by the coup d’état of
Napoleon III in 1851, an episode in which
Crest was distinguished by a resistance
movement leading to much bloodshed.
The Tower fulﬁlled its role of prison, with
hundreds of prisoners locked up. This did not
prevent the prosperity of the city from
continuing thanks to the textile industry.
The names of the streets of the old town and
of the districts still evoke this rich craft and
industrial past.

patrimoine & histoire

In 1419, Crest became royal property, because
the last count of Valentinois died without an
heir. It was, throughout history, ceded to
various families including the Grimaldis,
Princes of Monaco, from 1642 until the
Revolution.

More than 900 years of history to be
discovered in the highest keep in France
(52 m) with a lively tour: life and society in the
Middle Ages, the role of the Tower as a
fortress, a garrison and a prison, and its
architectural history.
Find all practical information (opening
hours, prices, events) on www.tourdecrest.fr

How do I get to the Tour de Crest?
By car: Take the rue de La Calade and then
rue Georges-Bovet, turn left onto the chemin
du Donjon and continue to the parking area.
Continue on foot following the signs to the
entrance of the garden about 50 m below.
On foot: Follow one of the three pedestrian
circuits from the town centre described in
this leaﬂet.
© P. Richaud

The Most Beautiful
Detours of France

A true "Appellation contrôlée", the Most
Beautiful Detours strives to guarantee visitors
that the detour is worth it! Crest has been
labelled since 2004. The free guide of the
Most Beautiful Detours of France, published
by Michelin, is available at the town hall, the
Tourist Ofﬁce, and the Art Centre.

The Drôme Valley Tourist Ofﬁce
Cœur de Drôme Pays de Crest
et de Saillans
At the Tourist Ofﬁce, Place de l'église (Place du Général-de-Gaulle), or
online, you will ﬁnd a welcome and information about a wide range
of activities and services.
Find all the practical information on
www.valleedeladrome-tourisme.com
04 75 25 11 38 - accueil@coeurdedrome.com

© Poterie du Donjon

The town & Artistic
Crafts

Labelled as a ‘Ville & métiers d’art’ since 2016,
the town of Crest supports the activity of
creators.
You can ﬁnd the free annual brochure
"Balades artistiques et des métiers d'art" at
the Tourist Ofﬁce, at the town hall, and in
the studios and shops of the craftspeople.
For more information see www.vma.asso.fr

The pedestrian circuits

Three complementary thematic tours to discover Crest, its history, and its heritage in all
seasons. Let yourself be guided through the streets of the town, from the Middle Ages to
nowadays, by following the routes indicated on the map.
The numbered points indicate the places to discover and refer to the information
below the map.

CIRCUIT 1 : Witnesses of history
Duration approximately one hour

This circuit allows you to stroll through the history and heritage of
Crest by discovering the charm of its old centre and its main
historical monuments.

Recommended departure: from the exit of the Tour de Crest (take the path
that goes down on the right) or from the church St Sauveur (n°1)

CIRCUIT 2 : Religious memories
Duration approximately one hour

Capuchins, Cordeliers, Ursulines, Visitandines, Protestant Temple...
Crest was a dynamic religious place in the Middle Ages and in
modern times. This themed tour focuses on the religious past of the
town: churches, chapels, ancient convents, Christian iconography.
Recommended departure: from the exit of the Tour de Crest (take the path
down to the right) or from the Maison La Tour du Pin (n°8)

CIRCUIT 3 : Memories of water
Duration approximately one hour

From the Drôme river and its engineering structures to the
fountains and wash houses, passing by the layout of the ancient
canals and the remains of the prehistoric sea, let yourself be
inspired by this tour which goes off the beaten track.

Crest, gateway to
the Vercors Regional
Natural Park
The Vercors Regional Nature Park is based on
5 gateway towns with a strong cultural and
heritage identity: Crest, Grenoble,
Romans-sur-Isère, Saint-Marcellin, and Vinay.
Located near the perimeter of the Regional
Natural Park, they are the gateways into it.
Discover the Vercors Regional Nature Park
at www.parc-du-vercors.fr

Crest historical site of
Grimaldi of Monaco
The Grimaldi Historical Sites of Monaco is a
network of former Grimaldi ﬁefdoms in
France and Italy. In 1642 applying the treaty
of Perrone which sealed the protection of
France on his principality, Prince Honoré II
Grimaldi received the duchy of Valentinois
from King Louis XIII, of which Crest was a
part.

This grant allowed the Prince of Monaco to
enjoy new lands, close to his initial domain,
and to collect the royalties linked to them.
The Princes of Monaco maintain the privilege
which exempts the inhabitants of Crest of
right of tolls and taxes. Crest remained in the
kingdom of France, under the authority of

the king, who was represented in the
province of Crest by the governor of
Dauphiné and by a governor of the town in
charge of the military power.
Until the Revolution, the Rocher (the
authority of Monaco) contributed to the
development of the city, notably by
participating in the maintenance and repair
of buildings. The city has preserved traces of
this history, such as the Grimaldi’s coat of
arms in the old prison, restored in 2013.
More information on
www.sitesgrimaldimonaco.fr
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3 Staircase of the Cordeliers

Montée des Cordeliers
Carved out of the rock of the ridge that gives its
name to the town, the staircase shows some
beautiful specimens of marine fossils.

4 Chapelle des Cordeliers

Montée des Cordeliers
The building is the former church of
Sainte-Marie and could date back to the 11-12th
centuries. In 1571 it was given to the Cordeliers, a
Franciscan religious order, which undertook a
major reconstruction.

5 Panorama

Rue du Clocher
Magniﬁcent panoramic view over a large part of
the town and the Saoû syncline. Ideal for a
close-up view of the church tower, restored in
2010.

6 Former Pluvinel Mansion

2 rue de la République
This private mansion dates mainly from the 17th
century. It was home to the Pluvinel family,
whose most illustrious representative is Antoine
de Pluvinel (born in Crest in 1552), the founder of
the French riding school.

7 Old Town Hall

Rue de la Pierre (2nd building from the left)
The ﬁrst town hall of Crest. The building
belonged to the Poitiers and the kings of
France (It is mentioned in their Crest inventory
in 1278).

8 La Tour du Pin Montauban House

14 rue de la République
Private mansion from the 17th and 18th
centuries. Magniﬁcent façade with heads
representing the Seven deadly sins.

9 Chapel of the Visitation Sainte-Marie

1 rue Sainte-Marie (enter the courtyard of the
hospital under the passage)
The chapel was part of the convent of the
Visitandines, a female order that was
widespread in 17th and 18th century France.
Completed in 1673.

10 Breyton House (Labretonnière building)
3 rue des Cuiretteries
This house built in the 16th century shows a
direct inﬂuence of the Italian Renaissance.
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Swiming pool

Place du Général-de-Gaulle
Inserted in the wall of a building, this 16th
century statue could come from the old
Saint-Sauveur church.
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Cinema

2 Statue of Jesus Ecce Homo




 





 

Train station

Place du Général-de-Gaulle
Neoclassical building built between 1842 and
1848.
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1 Saint-Sauveur Church
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11 Covered passageway

Rue des Cuiretteries
This long covered lane in the heart of the
historical district of crafts and industry (tanning
and textiles) passes under old factories and
residential buildings.

12 The Tour de Crest

Entrance: rue de la Tour / exit: parking de la Tour
The highest keep in France (52 metres), the Tour
de Crest was the major component of a vast
fortress which dominated the town (see box on
the front).

13 Maison de la Poste (current Caisse d'Épargne)

Quai de Verdun
This house, built in 1820, was converted during
the Second Empire to accommodate the nobles
of the "Grand Cercle de Crest", later transformed
into a post ofﬁce and bank.

14 Frédéric-Mistral Bridge

A stone bridge has existed since the Middle
Ages, with its gateway to the town to collect
taxes. Remodelled over the centuries, it was
destroyed in 1940. A new stone bridge with three
arches was built in 1943.

15 Protestant Temple

Place du Temple
Built in 1816, it is located on the former Place du
Grand Marché, now Place du Temple.

16 Old Grain Market

Place de la Halle-au-Blé
This building, with its large carriage doors, was
used as a grain storage and distribution hall
throughout the 19th century.

17 Delphinale House

9 rue de la République
This 15th century house served as a court of
justice for the kings of France.

18 Old Government House

3 rue du Vieux-Gouvernement
Possibly a residence of the lords of Crest in the
Middle Ages, this house belonged to the
governor of the town in 1766.

19 Bèche House

7 rue Archinard
House built in the 16th century.

20 Chabrières House

11 rue Maurice-Long
Probably built around the middle of the 18th
century, with alterations during the 19th century.

Saboury Fountain

21 Rue de Saboury

The "Sabori Fountain" has been known since the
13th century. Its water is renowned for its
gustatory qualities "savoury".



22 Porte de Montségur

Chemin des Remparts
Also called Porte Saint-André or Porte des Écus du
Diable (Devil’s scales) because of the representation
of the Poitiers coats of arms - today hardly visible. It
is the only vestige of the seven gates of the castle
and was built in the 14th century.

23 Chapel and convent of the Ursulines

Rue de Saboury
The convent of the Ursulines was, with that of
the Visitandines, one of the two convents of
Crest intra-muros. The nuns settled there in the
17th century. The main building was connected
to the chapel by a covered passage (doors of the
old chapel under the passage)

24 Prison of the Princes of Monaco

Rue des Vieilles-Prisons
The coat of arms of the Grimaldi family can be
seen on this building which was used as a prison
(see box on the front).

25 Bandstand

Quai des Marronniers
Towards the end of 1898, the municipality
decided to build a bandstand on the Quai des
Marronniers to satisfy the Crest music
societies.

26 Pierre de Richard House
28 rue de l'Hôtel-de-Ville
15th century house.

27 Wooden bridge

Quai Pied-Gai
Example of ecological construction, with its
92 meters it is the longest wooden bridge in
France. Built in 2001.

28 Railway bridge (the Blue Bridge)

Remarkable metallic work of art, a footbridge
allows pedestrians to cross the river.

29 Drôme River

One of the last wild rivers in Europe (no dam
interrupts its course) unfolds its "braided" river style
in the heart of the town of Crest.

30 Capuchin Convent

116 avenue Henri-Grand
The construction of the convent began in 1610. In
the middle of the 18th century the convent was
enlarged and restored to the current structure.
Abbé Pierre spent six years of his life here to
pursue his religious training.

31 Saint Ferréol Chapel
Saint Ferréol Way

Saint Ferréol is the patron saint of Crest and is celebrated
on September 18. The chapel, of modest size, would have
been founded in 1400, it was rebuilt around 1850.

32 Charabot wash house

Place Charabot
19th century public wash house

On the main monuments,
informative panels indicate the
historical interest
and heritage.
All the monuments and sites
listed below will soon be
equipped with panels and
QR codes referring to
multimedia content.

33 Old school and wash house

Rue des Écoles
The ﬁrst school of Crest was inaugurated in 1515.
The building remained a school until the end of
the 19th century.

34 Wash house of Carcavel

Place Carcavel
19th century public wash house.

35 Lavoir de la Nativité

Rue de la Nativité
19th century public wash house.

36 House 16th century

Beautiful characteristic house of the 16th century.

37 Fountain of Cordeliers
Montée des Cordeliers
18th century.

38 Fontaine Carcavel
Rue Carcavel
17h century.

39 Home of Roch Grivel

15 rue Carcavel
The poet in the Occitan language Roch Grivel
(1816-1888) was born here, author of La Carcavelada,
a burlesque and picturesque poem about Carcavel,
the most popular district of Old Crest.

40 Vanber House

Rue de la Tour
This house was the studio of the painter and
sculptor Albert Voisin (1905-1994). Marked by the
cubist movement, Vanber settled in Crest in 1956.
He drew his inspiration from the landscape and
daily life in the Drôme.

41 The Three Crosses

Located on a rocky outcrop, the Three Crosses
are the ﬁnal point of a way of the cross or
"calvary", which went up from Saint-Sauveur
church and was punctuated with 14 stations.

42 The monument of the Insurgents

Place de la Libération
Monument erected in 1910 in memory of the ﬁghters
resistant to the coup d'état of Napoleon III in 1851.

43 Agricultural silo

Avenue des Trois-Becs
This agricultural silo was built in the 1930s by the
architect Georges Salomon. It has been
labelled as a remarkable contemporary
architecture by the Ministry of Culture.

44 Le Destin du Voyageur

Rue du 8-mai-1945
Sculpture by Bruno Catalano, 21st century.

45 The Dying Resistant

Square du 8-mai-1945
Sculpture by Léopold Kretz, 20th century.

